
STUDENT UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 



SURF Residency Requirements: 
U.S. Citizens, resident aliens, or nationals 

Honors College Research Grant (HCRG) and Office of Undergraduate Research Grant (OURG) 
Residency Requirements: 

Anyone including international students 

Residency Requirements 



SURF HCRG OURG 

GPA 

Credits 

Honors Credits 

3.25 3.5* 3.5 

30 30 30 

6 

*required GPA may be different for some WCOB and FJAD students, check with your Honors Program or Dr. Jennie Popp 

Eligibility Requirements 



SURF HCRG OURG 

Spring 

Summer 

Fall 

12 12* 12* 

6 6* 6* 

12* 12 12* 

*Exceptions made for graduating Seniors 

Credit load requirements during funding period 



Registration can be found on our website at awards.uark.edu/surf 
*QR Code at the end* 

You and your mentor will receive confirmation emails once you submit your registration. 
You will receive a link to download the SURF Toolkit containing all documentation needed to apply. 
Registration allows us to keep you updated with important information and changes. 

SURF Registration 

https://awards.uark.edu/surf


InfoReady Application 

Make certain you are using your 
personal UARK login information 



Mentor - Letter Writer #1 

Letter Writer #2 

Letter Writer #3 

*Once into InfoReady, skip to the end of 
the application to fill in your letter writers. 

1 

2 3 



SURF Cover Page 

This is an ADHE form 
Can be physically or 
digitally signed 



SURF Student Stipend Agreement 

This is a UARK form 

Every applicant fills this out 
SURF funds you as a researcher, but you may 
want to use some funds to supplement your 
research expenses 
Can be physically or digitally signed 



Don’t do this 



Academic Resume 

Two pages 
Sections are adjustable but 
you should begin with 

education then any 
research experience 



Student Form 

Two-page maximum 
Include a few sentences 
about your educational and 
career goals 



Project Summary 

One page 
Think of this as a scholarly abstract 
Can be either single- or double-
spaced 
Be sure to include: project title, 
student name, mentor name, school, 
classification, area of study, and GPA 



Research Proposal 

Five pages 
What is one thing successful 
proposals have in common? 

Five peer-reviewed, 
outside sources in their 
research proposals 

Timeline 



Address the feasibility of the project (i.e., is the project reasonable for you to pursue with the available facilities?) 
Answer the question: Is the project of sufficient difficulty to challenge you? 
Answer the question: Will the project teach you skills that are transferable to other research endeavors/scholarly 
activities? 
When introducing your topic, assume you are writing to a generalist in your field 

Answer the question: Is the proposed research/scholarly activity of value to your field of study? How? and Why? 
Address other criteria you deem appropriate 

Do your homework. It is important to show you know something about your field & project. (Don’t forget to cite 

that homework.) 

SURF Research Proposal - Content 



Write in the first person (ex: “I will perform” instead of “The student researcher will perform”) 
Your works cited section does not count against the five page limit for the research proposal 
Discussion of background should account for no more than 25% of the project description 

The timeline should be indicated with a bolded header, and should outline clear and incremental goals for the 

project’s funding period 

The proposal should be five pages double-spaced 

SURF Research Proposal - Format 



Timeline 

Clear incremental goals 
Monthly or bi-weekly 
Refer to your mentor when 

setting these goals 
This is a Spring-Fall example 



References 

At least five peer-reviewed 
sources 
Refer to your mentor for quality 
sources 
Use the library's resources 
Use your discipline's preferred 
citation style 



jtmcalli@uark.edu 
479-575-2480 

Jay McAllister 
Engineering and Honors College 

Librarian 

https://libraries.uark.edu/mailforms/mailgenerator.php?prefix=jtmcalli


SURF Evaluation 

Your SURF application will be evaluated 
by a state-appointed faculty committee. 
Your part of the application constitutes 
the bulk of the review 



Mentor CV 

Two-page maximum 

The sections in this example 

only are a suggestion 



Two-page maximum 
A brief statement of research/scholarly interests 
If not included on mentor CV: 

A list of undergraduate students whom the 
mentor has supervised 
Project titles the mentor has directed in 
scholarly research 
Representative publications 

SURF Mentor Form 
(This form is in addition to the two page Mentor CV) 



Address all letters to the SURF Selection Committee 

Address student’s academic (especially research) abilities and performances 
Outline significance of the student’s project 
Indicate student’s ability to complete the project 
Comment on student’s ability to meet the schedule and to live up to commitments 
Outline the mentor’s advisory role, explaining what the mentor has to bring to the 

project 
Must be on official letterhead and signed 

Letters will be submitted through InfoReady 

Mentor Letter of Support 



The additional letters of support should come from academic faculty who have 

taught you or supervised your research. Professional letters or letters of character 
are not helpful to the SURF application. Letters should not be written by graduate 

assistants. 
Address all letters to the SURF Selection Committee 

Address student’s academic (especially research) abilities and performances 
Relay, whenever possible, specific examples of the student’s merit and potential 
Must be on official letterhead and signed 

Letters will be submitted through InfoReady 

Additional Reference Letters 



Mentors are allowed a maximum of four SURF applicants 
If you have more than four, then they may apply through SURF for an HCRG 

or OURG 

If you have more than four student researchers applying for funding, please 

let us know (awards@uark.edu) which ones should be considered for SURF 

Four Applicants Per Mentor 

mailto:awards@uark.edu


registrar.uark.edu 

Transcript Request 

https://registrar.uark.edu


Screenshot of Current Courses from Workday 

Make sure it shows your credit load 

This is to verify that you are 

enrolled full time this (fall) 
semester 



Spring 

Spring-Summer 

Spring-Fall 

Spring-Summer-Fall 

$1,250  One-Semester 

$2,500  Two-Semester 

$2,500  Two-Semester 

$2,500  Two-Semester 

Stipend Funding Periods 

(rare) 

(rare) 

(common) 

(common) 



Honors College Research Grant (HCRG) and 
Office of Undergraduate Research Grant (OURG) 

Dr. Chelsea Hodge 
Dr. Jennie Popp 



SURF HCRG* OURG* 
Student Stipend 

Spring 

Mentor Funds 

Student Travel 

625 

TOTAL: 

625 

1250 625 

UA Match 

625 

750 

750 

1000 

Sub-total 

1250 

4000 

1250

1000 

2250 2250 

Fall 1250 

750 

750 

(+250) 

4250 

1250 

1250 

SURF Spring-Fall Example 

1000 

750 

Total 

(HCCTG) 

*Can only receive one semester of funding each academic year. 



SURF awardees  follow the same internal reporting guidelines that HCRG and OURG awardees 
follow 

Honors College deliverables 
Blog and photo (at the end of each semester funded) – be featured on the HNRC blog 

site honorsstories.uark.edu 

Final report (can submit same report as required by SURF) 
Instructions will be provided by the Honors College at time of the award 

SURF Reporting Requirements 

https://honorsstories.uark.edu


At the completion of your funding period, you are 

required to submit a one-page abstract to ADHE. 
May 1 Spring term project completion 
August 1 Summer term project completion 
December 1 Fall term project completion 

Final One-Page Abstract Present Your Research 

“Fellowship recipients are required to present the 

findings of his/her research at a state or national 
conference in his/her discipline or attend a meeting of 
experts in his/her discipline as directed by his/her 
mentor.” 

- ADHE 



SURF Early Review 
Students are encouraged to participate in an early review. Please schedule an appointment with Matthew 
Halbert if you would like your application reviewed prior to Collection. 

SURF Collection 
At SURF Collection, any registrants who have not participated in an early review will have their application 
reviewed by a University of Arkansas faculty or staff member during a Microsoft Teams appointment. 
These appointments will be available to choose on October 1st. 

SURF Collection - October 14th-16th 



Submit 

It's ok, and required, to click submit 
before your SURF Collection 



Next Steps 
December-January: SURF Contract via email from ADHE 

January-February: Terms and Conditions via email from Matthew Halbert. 
March-April: Worktags via email from Matthew Halbert/OSP. 

For use of the Travel Stipend (student or mentor), contact your departmental 
representative prior to your travel. 

After Your SURF Submission 



Applications judged on the basis of outstanding academic performance, as well as a demonstrated potential for and 
commitment to a career in mathematics, the sciences, and engineering (except applied) career. The University of Arkansas can 
nominate four current sophomores or juniors. Five if one is a transfer student. 
Eligibility: 

Be a U.S. citizen, resident alien, or U.S. national 
Currently enrolled as a sophomore or junior 
Pursue a Bachelor's degree full time in mathematics, science, or engineering (not applied engineering) 

Award: 
Sophomores may qualify for two years of support; juniors for one year. 

Goldwater Scholarship 

$7,500 
Campus deadline: December 1 



The Udall Scholarship seeks outstanding, full-time sophomores and juniors from all ethnic backgrounds who intend to pursue 
environmental or public policy careers. The Udall Scholarship also seeks Native American and Alaska Native sophomores and 
juniors who intend to pursue health care or tribal public policy careers. Typical areas of study include (but are not limited to): 
environmental engineering, natural sciences, resource management, social sciences, and Native American public policy.  
Eligibility: 

Be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident, or national 
Be a sophomore or junior with a minimum 3.0 GPA 
Currently pursue a Bachelor's degree that leads to an environmental public policy career, or, in the case of Native American 
or Alaska Native Students, plan a career in health care and tribal public policy 
Demonstrate the commitment and potential to make a significant contribution to their field of study 

Udall Scholarship 

$7,000 
Campus deadline: February 15 



Office of Nationally Competitive Awards 

Suzanne McCray 
Vice Provost of Enrollment Dean of 

Admissions and Nationally Competitive 
Awards 

Emily Voight 
Senior Associate Director of Nationally 

Competitive Awards 
Fulbright Program Advisor 

Matthew Halbert 
Associate Director of Nationally 

Competitive Awards 
SURF Coordinator 

Robert Ellis 
Assistant Director of Nationally 

Competitive Awards 
Managing Editor, Inquiry 



SURF 
Registration 

Celebrating 
Discovery 

ONCA 
Instagram 
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