
STUDENT UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP



U.S. Citizens, resident aliens, or nationals

Anyone including International Students

SURF Residency Requirements:

Honors College Research Grant (HCRG) and Office
of Undergraduate Research Grant (OURG) Residency
Requirements:



SURF HCRG OURG

GPA

Credits

Honors
Credits

3.25 3.5* 3.5

30 30 30

6

*3.33 If you are an architecture
student after your 5th semester



SURF HCRG OURG

Spring

Summer

Fall

12 12* 12*

6 6* 6*

12*12 12*

*Exceptions made for graduating Seniors



SURF Registration

Registration can be found on our website at
awards.uark.edu/surf

This allows us to keep you updated with
important information and changes



Do not be afraid of the
submit button

This does not go
directly to ADHE

Please submit all
materials prior to your
one-on-one meeting



Make certain
you are using
your personal

Uark login
Information

uark.infoready4.com







Mentor

Fill in your name

Reference
Reference



This is an ADHE form

Question #11 should
match your SURF
Budget Form

Can be physically or
digitally signed

Eligible African
American students may
apply for the Mahlon
Martin Fellowship



This is a UARK form

SURF funds you as a
researcher, but you may
want to use some funds
to supplement your
research expenses

Can be physically or
digitally signed



Big Red

Education

Research Experience

Honors and Awards

Relevant Experience

Additional Relevant Information

University of Arkansas
GPA, degree plan, number of hours completed,
class standing (sophmore, junior, senior),
graduation date

lab experience, presentations, posters,
publications of any kind, projects
underway

scholarships, previous SURF funding,
other honors

leadership experience, volunteerism,
community service

work experience, significant hobbies

1 2

Be sure to Include all
of these sections

Only two pages

Academic Resume



Think of this as a
scholarly abstract

Can be either single-
or double-spaced

Be sure to Include:
Title, Student name,
mentor name, school,
classification, Area
of study, and GPA

Project Summary



What is one thing
successful proposals have

in common?

Successful applicants
typically cite at least five

peer-reviewed, outside
sources in their research

proposals

Research Proposal



Address the feasibility of the project (i.e., is the project
reasonable for you to pursue with the available facilities?)
Answer the question: Is the project of sufficient difficulty to
challenge you?
Answer the question: Will the project teach you skills that are
transferable to other research endeavors/scholarly activities?
When introducing your topic, assume you are writing to a
generalist in your field
Answer the question: Is the proposed research/scholarly activity
of value to your field of study? How? and Why?
Address other criteria you deem appropriate
Do your homework. It is important to show you know something
about your field & project. (Don’t forget to cite that homework.)

You must cite every
source you reference

in your proposal
(including data,

figures, and
language)! Not

appropriately citing
your sources will

doom your proposal. 

IMPORTANT!

SURF Research Proposal - Content



Write in the first person (ex: “I will perform” instead of “The
student researcher will perform”)
Your works cited section does not count against the 5-page limit
for the research proposal
Discussion of background should account for no more than 25%
of the project description
The timeline should be indicated with a bolded header, and
should outline clear and incremental goals for the project’s
funding period
The proposal should be 5-pages double-spaced

SURF Research Proposal - Format

You must cite every
source you reference

in your proposal
(including data,

figures, and
language)! Not

appropriately citing
your sources will

doom your proposal. 

IMPORTANT!



Clear incremental
goals

Monthly or bi-weekly

Refer to your mentor
when setting these
goals

Timeline



At least five peer-
reviewed sources

Refer to your mentor
for quality sources

Use the library's
resources

Use your discipline's
preferred citation
style



jtmcalli@uark.edu
479-575-2480

Jay McAllister
Engineering and Honors

College Librarian

https://libraries.uark.edu/mailforms/mailgenerator.php?prefix=jtmcalli


Student performance

Your SURF application
will be evaluated by a
state-appointed faculty
committee.

Your part of the
application constitutes
the bulk of the review

SURF Evaluation

Proposed research project

Appropriate course selection



Professor Razorback

Name
Department
Institution

Brief statement of
research/scholarly interests

List of recent publications that
relate to the proposed research

List of undergraduate advisees and
undergraduate projects directed
(limit to the last 5 years)

Other relevant information

1 2

Only two pages

Be sure to Include all
of these sections

Use the SURF Mentor
Form as a template
for the Mentor CV

Mentor CV



Address all letters to the SURF Selection Committee
Address student’s academic (especially research)
abilities and performances
Outline significance of the student’s project
Indicate student’s ability to complete the project
Comment on student’s ability to meet the schedule and
to live up to commitments
Outline the mentor’s advisory role, explaining what the
mentor has to bring to the project
Must be on official letterhead and signed
Letters will be submitted through InfoReady

Mentor Letter of Support



The additional letters of support should come from
academic faculty who have taught you or supervised
your research. Professional letters or letters of
character are not helpful to the SURF application.
Letters should not be written by graduate assistants.
Address all letters to the SURF Selection Committee
Address student’s academic (especially research)
abilities and performances
Relay, whenever possible, specific examples of the
student’s merit and potential
Must be on official letterhead and signed
Letters will be submitted through InfoReady

Additional Reference Letters



Mentors are allowed a maximum of Four SURF
applicants
If you have more than four, then they may apply
through SURF for an HCRG or OURG
If you have more than four student researchers
applying for funding, please let us know
(awards@uark.edu) which ones should be
considered for SURF

Four Applicants Per Mentor



SURF HCRG OURG

Student Stipend
Spring

Mentor Funds

Student Travel

625

TOTAL:

625

2000

2000

625

Match

625

750

750

1500

Sub-total

1250

4000

2000

2000

1500

5500 5500

Fall 1250

750

750

(+750 Stipend)
(+750 Mentor)

(Summer)

Bonus:



SURF

Student Stipend
Spring

Mentor Funds

Student Travel

625

TOTAL:

625

625

Match

625

750

750

Sub-total

1250

4000

Fall 1250

750

750

(Summer)





Student

Mentor
+



625 625

750

750

1250

SURF

Student Stipend
Spring

Mentor Funds

Student Travel

TOTAL:

Match Sub-total

2750

750

750





+

Student

Mentor



registrar.uark.edu



Make sure it shows your
credit load

This is to verify that you
are enrolled full time
this (fall) semester

UAConnect Schedule



At the completion of your
funding period, you are
required to submit a one-page
abstract to ADHE.

May 1 Spring term project
completion 
August 1 Summer term
project completion 
December 1 Fall term
project completion 

Final One-Page Abstract

Present your research

“Fellowship recipients are
required to present the findings
of his/her research at a state or
national conference in his/her
discipline or attend a meeting of
experts in his/her discipline as
directed by his/her mentor.” 

- ADHE



Office of Undergraduate Research Grant (OURG)

Dr. Suresh Kumar Thallapuranam
Amy Epps



Honors College Research Grant (HCRG)

Dr. Chelsea Hodge



SURF HCRG OURG

Student Stipend
Spring

Mentor Funds

Student Travel

625

TOTAL:

625

2000

2000

625

Match

625

750

750

1500

Sub-total

1250

4000

2000

2000

1500

5500 5500

Fall 1250

750

750

(+750 Stipend)
(+750 Mentor)

(Summer)

Bonus:



New SURF awardees will follow the same internal
reporting guidelines that HCRG and OURG awardees
currently follow
Deliverables

Blog and photo (at the end of each semester funded) –
be featured on the HNRC blog site
honorsstories.uark.edu
Final report (can submit same report as required by SURF)

Instructions will be provided by the Honors College at
time of the award

New SURF Reporting Requirements



SURF HCRG OURG

GPA

Credits

Honors
Credits

3.25 3.5* 3.5

30 30 30

6

*3.33 If you are an architecture
student after your 5th semester



SURF HCRG OURG

Spring

Summer

Fall

12 12* 12*

6 6* 6*

12*12 12*

*Exceptions made for graduating Seniors



Any major is eligible
Apply through SURF for all of these
awards
If you are not selected for SURF, you will
be automatically considered for the
HCRG and OURG

Final Thoughts



Submit

It's ok to click submit



Watch for Terms and Conditions from
the Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP)
Watch for Cost Center Number via email
from OSP
For use of Travel Stipend (Student and
Mentor), contact your departmental
Representative prior to your travel

Post-Award



Office of Nationally Competitive Awards

Suzanne McCray
Vice Provost of Enrollment

Dean of Admissions and
Nationally Competitive Awards

Emily Wright
Senior Associate Director of

Nationally Competitive Awards
Fulbright Program Advisor

Matthew Halbert
Assistant Director of

Nationally Competitive Awards
SURF Coordinator



SURF
Registration

Celebrating
Discovery


